
Durham Cycling Club                                Newsletter February 2014 

 

This newsletter is a new idea your executive has come up with to keep you informed about the club 

and any other bits of cycling information we think you may find of interest. 

                                  **************************************** 

Winter Brrrr  This winter has been the pits for getting outside on our bikes. Some of us have 

signed up for spin classes, some of us are spinning in the house and maybe some are still thinking 

about it. April is only eight weeks away so if you haven’t already done so; now is the time to oil the 

chain and toughen up your rear end. 

                                  **************************************** 

Kick-off Meeting The KO meeting has been arranged for Thursday 20th March at the Tap and 

Tankard, 224 Brock Street South, Whitby. Time 7:00 pm. Please park in designated car parking 

areas as parking in mall parking lots may result in a ticket and towing. No Frills has been doing this. 

There is a municipal parking lot behind the fire hall opposite the pub and there is street meter 

parking. Check the time to be sure it is free parking.  

                                  **************************************** 

Fees Good news! There will be no increase in membership fees this year so bring your cheque 

book or $45 to the KO meeting to receive your new membership card and new password for the 

web site. It will also be a chance for you to select a date to host a ride. We hope to have a local 

bike shop represented in case anyone won the lottery. 

                                  **************************************** 

Did you know Kyle was recently elected chairman for the track cycling events at the 2015 Pan 

Am/Parapan Am Games?  It’s a challenging assignment to ensure everything is completed on 

schedule and that the events go without a hitch. Even more so when you consider the recent 

replacement of the CEO of the Organizing Committee for allowing cost to get out of control. We all 

wish Kyle the greatest success and are proud that he calls the Durham Cycling Club his home. 

                                  **************************************** 

Incorporation As an incorporated non-profit organization the club is required to notify the 

Government of Ontario of any changes to the club’s directors and officers. The club’s executive is 

registered as five Directors and four Officers being the President, Vice-president, Secretary and 

Treasurer even though the Secretary and Treasurer is one person. The Ride Coordinator and 

Public Relations Officer are registered as Directors only since we are limited to not more than five 

Officers. We also have to submit an income tax return to Revenue Canada. Both these 

requirements have been completed. 

                                 **************************************** 



Special Thanks The executive would like to express their sincere thanks to Kim, Michelle and 

Sharon for their enthusiastic response to design new apparel for the club. They each prepared vivid 

new designs for the club’s jersey. Unfortunately the executive, taking its cue from comments 

expressed at the AGM, have not endorsed any of these designs deciding instead to keep the 

existing design so that members do not feel obliged to spend additional monies to stay current in 

the club as well as maintaining a degree of consistency for recognition of the club on the road.  

                                  **************************************** 

Other Apparel  Many members are happy with black shorts and prefer to select their own brand 

for known comfort. A long sleeve version of the club jersey could be an option for cooler weather 

riding as could a wind jacket. Please let the executive know if you have any interest in these items 

to see if a minimum order could be met. 

                                  **************************************** 

Existing Jerseys Jerseys in inventory will be for sale at the KO meeting and we can take new 

orders. Please see Kevin. 

                                  **************************************** 

Saturday Rides At the request of several members at the AGM we will implement a new format for 

the Saturday ride given that the ride is normally of a greater distance and the turnout is mostly of 

the fittest and fastest riders. Consequently the following will apply: 

1. A designated sweep will be optional. 

2.  It is expected that the ride will split into two or more groups according to the pace.  

3. Each group will decide among themselves when and where to stop for a re-group or a 

break. There will be no pre-designated re-groups. 

4. The ride host will still be responsible to see that all participants finish the ride and should 

therefore ensure all riders have his/her cell phone number at the start. 

5. Any rider abandoning the ride must let the ride host know and request help if required. 

 

These changes from our normal Sunday format should in no way prevent slower riders who can do 

the distance from participating. In fact the new format should encourage slower riders to come out 

knowing they can ride together at their own pace. 

                                  **************************************** 

Ride Cancellation Also raised at the AGM was that some of our rides start outside our “regular” 

starting points and some participants have a significant journey to the start. The executive therefore 

recommends that, on these occasions, when inclement weather is forecast (snow, icy roads, 

freezing rain, continuous rain or thunder storms), that the tour host sends a notification to all 

members regarding cancellation due to the anticipated weather.  



Notification should be sent the evening before via email or notify Eric who can send the e-mail and 

post the cancellation on the web site. Eric as the club’s Ride Coordinator would also have the 

authority to cancel a ride. 

                                  **************************************** 

E-Bikes The executive agreed that E-bikes would not be permitted on club rides as it is not in the 

spirit of the club in promoting personal fitness. The guys over 70 will just have to keep eating their 

vitamins. 

                                  **************************************** 

In Conclusion 2013 was another great year for the club. It was made so by you the members and 

especially those involved in the memorable Century and Lake Simcoe rides. There is no reason 

that 2014 can’t be another banner year. Your ideas and feedback are always welcome. 

                                  **************************************** 

 


